MINUTES OF THE CHRISTCHURCH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

MONDAY 16th MARCH 2009 – CHRISTCHURCH SPORTS PAVILION AT 7:30pm

Present: Councillors – Will Sutton (Chair), Jill Bliss (Vice-Chair), Nigel Russell, Jacky Wincote, Alison Small, Andrew Sweetman, Wes Poole, Mac Cotterell (FDC) and Fred Yeulett (CCC). Stephen Cowell (Clerk) and 9 members of the public were also in attendance.
1. Welcome and Apologies

Cllr. Sutton thanked everyone for attending. Apologies from Councillor Phil Webb (FDC) and PC Coales were received and accepted.
2. Signing of Minutes
The minutes of the Council meeting of the 9th February were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair.

3. Disclosure and Declarations of Interests

Cllr. Bliss declared an interest in payment 8-3.
Cllrs. Sutton, Poole and Russell declared interests in payment 8-5.

Cllrs Sutton and Wincote declared interests in both Planning Applications mentioned in item 9.

4. Update on action points from previous meeting

The Clerk reported that all action points have been dealt with. 

A notice has been placed in The Heron regarding rubbish being left near the Bottle Banks and FDC’s Street Pride have been contacted and are willing to organise a rubbish collection morning. It was agreed that the Clerk should contact Street Pride to see if it can be arranged for Sat 18th April. It was agreed that a notice should be placed in The Heron.
When contacted regarding inconsiderate parking near to Crown Avenue and the School Anglian Water reported that it will not be a problem in the future as work there has been completed. (See Public Adjournment for further concerns)
A full quote for a new village sign has been received from Harry Stebbings together with draft drawings, these have been shared with the WI. It was proposed, seconded and agreed by all that an order should be placed with Harry Stebbings for a sign subject to changes marked on one of the draft designs provided (Wheat sheaf to be removed, bridge to be made more prominent and Swan replaced with a Heron). Clerk to place order with Harry Stebbings.   
Masons have started with this year’s grass cutting. First cut was today.

The Parish Paths team based in CCC are running the Parish Paths scheme again which we can join and they may then be able to provide advice following a survey.

FDC report that the only signs they have relating to the dangers of Dog Fouling are the ones that are already placed in various places on the village.

5. Public Adjournment
The following items were raised by members of the public:

A resident raised the issue about the sewage discharge into the ditch adjacent to Cherry Lodge and pointed out that some properties, including his, had been Dye Tested but not all. He was concerned that little was being done to resolve the issue. Councillors outlined action already taken and liaison that has already taken placed between FDC Environmental Health, the Environment Agency and Malcolm Moss MP. It was agreed that the Clerk should contact FDC to request that the remaining properties in the area be Dye Tested.
Questions were raised regarding the level of involvement in the planning of the Sewage Scheme project that the Parish and District Council had. It was confirmed that the Parish Council were consulted about what was to happen and that there had been Public Consultations also. Concern was raised that the Croft’s private system was not being included in the larger system but that the private system in Crown Avenue was (it is felt that this is because Roddens, who own some of the properties in Crown Avenue, requested that their system be included in the overall Scheme). It was felt that there would be environmental risk should the system in the Croft fail due to is not being maintained which is likely as the owner of the system has gone into receivership. 

A general discussion was held regarding issues raised regarding the non-completion of works at the Croft and the issues caused by the Developers going into receivership. The following actions were agreed:

Cllr. Sweetman to liaise with residents and FDC regarding what might be able to be done about setting up a Residents Association and obtaining any monies retained by Solicitors to effect completion of work.

The Clerk is to notify FDC Environmental Health of the potential health hazard if the sewage pump is not maintained.
The Clerk is to write to the Housing Association who owns three properties in the Croft to ascertain their views.

A resident explained that additional benefits may be able to be obtained for the village by setting up a Street Pride group. He was pleased that the Council was arranging a Street Pride rubbish collection morning as mentioned early in the meeting.

A question was asked whether any of the Section 106 monies could be used to mend the Lytch Gate at the Church, in answer to the query, the Section 106 monies obtained from the Croft development is specifically for Secondary Education and Recreational facilities. The Council has offered, in recent past, to assist with fund raising to have the Gate mended.
There were a number of concerns about inconsiderate driving of Barhale contractors working on the Sewage Scheme. Cllr. Small offered to speak to their Foreman and the Clerk offered to write to the Anglian Water Project Manager to raise these issues.

The path near the School along Crown Road has been damaged. The Clerk was asked to report the damage to Cambs County Council Highways department.

6. Police Update
No formal report received as PC Coales in on holiday. The Clerk confirmed that he still receives regular e-mails from the police regarding issues.
Cllr. Russell expressed concern about the lack of Police response and/or slow responses to recent crimes in the area. He has been affected by a number of thefts recently and feels that Police support is not adequate. Sympathy was expressed for PC Coales as she has many Parishes to cover.

7. Correspondence Received
In addition to the correspondence notified to the Parish Councillors via the Council Mailbag the Clerk highlighted the following items of correspondence received since the mailbag was issued:

· Further drawings have been received for the proposed Sports Pavilion extension and renovation.
· The Cambridgeshire ACRE, the Clerk’s and Councils and CPALC newsletters have been received, copies of the CPALC newsletter were given to all councillors and the Chair was given a copy of the others.
· Following the receipt of a request to commit to a £70 pa contribution towards maintenance to the Upwell Community Car Park it was resolved not to make the contribution as the Car Park is primarily for Upwell Residents.
8. Finance

Street Lights
The Clerk reported that the company the Council had agreed to us for the new street lights has failed to provide additional information regarding EDF Energy costs and it was decided that the Clerk should contact the company again and if no response received discuss the problem with the County Council managers.
It was resolved that all the following items should be paid;

1. Clerk’s Salary £183.13
2. Office Costs £3.24
3. The Heron £40.00
4. Christchurch Parish Church £110.00 (Cemetery Maintenance)
5. Christchurch Recreation Ground Charity £14.00 (Pavilion Hire)
6. Suffolk ACRE £943.13 (Sports Pavilion Insurance)
9. Planning Applications
F/YR09/0103/F – Erection of a Poly Tunnel for personal use was supported by the Council

F/YR09/0104/F – Erection of a single story side extension to existing dwelling was supported by the Council.
Cllrs. Wincote and Sutton declared interests and did not take part in the discussions.
10. Parish Plan

The consultation regarding the proposed Skate Park etc at the Recreation Ground has begun with FDC sending letters to nearby residents. A notice has been placed in The Heron asking residents who wish to financially support the project to contact the Clerk. 
11. Village Concerns

The only subject raised was:

· It has been reported that sewage is going into a ditch near Green Lane. Cllr. Poole offered to look into the matter.
The Chair closed the meeting at 9.05pm
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